fill this seat, the choice lies between a career grade officer, a general practitioner, or a hospital junior doctor with a number of house appointments behind him.
If staffing is to be entirely by career grade officers, then the minimum number is five and not four as suggested by Mr. F. C. Durbin and Mr. J. S. Batchelor (14 August, p. 432). To staff with only four would mean a 42-hour week without taking into account time for handing over between shifts, holidays, study leave, or sickness.
For these career grade officers, there is need for consultant pay without specialist connotation. A new name is needed and I suggest that of "senior emergency officer."-I am, etc., G. RIGBY-JONES London W.1 Prognosis in Industrial Dermatitis SIR,-I was most interested in your leading article entitled "Prognosis in Industrial Dermatitis" (21 August, p. 445), but the comment that "the payment or not of 'compensation,' which it is assumed includes injury benefit, did not affect the prognosis" really surprised me, and recalled the results of my own investigation.' Having been involved with the (then) Ministry of National Insurance in London in matters concerning dermatology since its inception, I had been able to institute a long-term follow-up of a fair number of my cases of occupational dermatitis.
The investigation covered a series of 250 consecutive claimants, involving a wide variety of occupations, and in a follow-up of 139 of these cases (83 males and 56 females) my conclusions read "In every one of 139 cases followed-up from 1-4 years compensation for occupational dermatitis is being paid. Not one has recovered fully and been able to resume his original occupation without further trouble, and 'hardening' has not been in evidence. The vast majority of the females has never worked again but continues to draw compensation." "Compensitis" (acute, sub-acute, and chronic), was to me one of the most important factors in the prognosis at that time. Perhaps the great change in social security since those days has altered the attitude of the British working man, as, judging from your leading article, "fings ain't wot they used t'be."-I Queen Alexandra and the Tate SIR,-The extension of the Tate Gallery must be fairly low on the list of priorities and interests of the majority of the profession. Support by the profession for the retention of the Millbank hospital in opposition to the realistic expansion of the Tate Gallery may lack the detached judgement that this matter requires.
Compared with New York, London is sadly deprived of the requirements of a major museum of modem art to grace a great
